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Prov. Vill. Is, 16. 


| By me OY reign, and princes FR juſt 
By me princes rule, and nobles, even "all 


the judges of the earth. 5 
LL ſeripture is given 1 inſpiration 


* Holy GrosT is pleaſed to perſo- 


of the divine teſtimony with another. For, 
without oa by Ne or in whoſe 


a « s ach I 4 part 'of the h conſe,” 

_ The author of the words: before us, is er 

Wis POM; not as 4 quality ity or end 5wment, TS. 
As ſuch; "wil mM may. Xt in | creatures, and be 
e fo many things; but as a perſonal pro- 
per name; in which "ſenſe it belongs to none 
but the Sow of GOD. I Wispom dwell with . 
"prudence. And, in another place, the Hol v 
n calls him, Cunis r the wiſdem GOD. 
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of GOD, and is the voice of the 
\ SprxIT of TRUTH. But who the 


nate in the ſacred oracles, it behoves us. dili- | 
_ gently to attend to, by comparing ſpiritual _ 
things with ſpiritual; or by comparing one part 
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the ſons of men, he ſays, heh fb To fad 
.eth life. But no ſoul ever found life in any but 
the CHRIST of GOD; for he only is the life. 
60D hath given to us eternal life; and this 
Life is in his Son. He that bath the Sox, hath 


- Fic 


And he characters which he bears, and the 


works aſcribed to him, thro' the firſt part of the 


book of Proverbs, and particularly in this chap- 
ter, ate ſuch as cannot be true of any being but 


the Loxp Jesvs Cukisr. He fays, I hed in 


the way. of righteouſneſs, — that J may cauſe them 
that love me to inherit ſubſtance, &c. None but 
EMMANvEL can lead in the way of righteouſ- 


neſs, for he only is 7 he LORD our righteouſneſs ; 
and GOD has given him for 4 leader and com- 


mander.to the peaple. Neither, can any other 
cauſe to inherit ſubſtance ; ſeeing he is Heir of 
all things, and it pleaſed the FATHER- that in 


bim ſhould all fulneſs dwell. Again, ſpeaking of his 


eternity with GOD, he ſays, I was daily his 


_ delight, &c. But GOD never did expreſs any 


delight in any being, (as an original) but his 
beloved Sox; Dy if he has expreſſed any de- 


light in any of his works or creatures, it is 
only as they ſtand in gelatien 0¹ R 
to the Sox of his love, in whom he expref ks the | 

| higheſt pleaſure and ſatisff Action: Babold my ber 2 
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life; and be that ues not the Sox of GOD, bath 
wor fe. nt TTY 
If it be objefted, that the e here repre- 
ſented, cannot be the Sox of GOD, the everlaſt- 
ing Far HER of his church, becauſe it ſo fre- 
quently appears in the character, and ſpeaks the 
language, of a female I reply, This is no di- 
minution of the excellency of his dignity, nor 
does it carry in it the leaſt force of argument to 
prove, that any other being 1s here perſonated ; 
for JEsus is all in all; and fills all relations to 
his church. Not only father, brother, huſband, . 
Sc. but mother alſo. He is frequently com- 
pared to females; as the eagle, the hen, Cc. 
nouriſhing their young. To a woman in her 
pangs; He ſhall ſee of the travail of his ſoul, and Iz 
Jhall be ſatisfied. And his word is compared to 
milk. for 'new - born babes. Yea, the Lozp, . 
when ſpeaking of himſelf, uſes the ſame mode / 
| ſpeech, Wispon #s Juſtified of all ber children. 
'4 So, 1 am well aſſured, it is the Lonp Re- — _- 
$ DEEMBR;: and no other, wh =— 


tho hath pronounced 3 
theſe: words, By | me kings reign, and Princes decree 
Juſtice, By ine Princes rule, and _ even all he 
| Judges of the earth. * 

In treating the ſubject at this time, in * 
chat ſome impreſſions may be made upon our 
minds, ſuitable to the ſolemnity of the day, as 
well as ſome abiding admonitions for our future — 
conduct, I thall- attempt, I 
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i To give a thor bes of the 
words. 


* 


II. To ſhew, that 5 government and do- 


minion is in the hand of our Lozy 
aus CHR IST, 


m. To prove, that CIT K up, 
ſuſtains, and regulates all the. powers 


upon earth, in ſubſerviency to the wel- 
fare his church. | 


IV. To draw ſome prafical inferences.” 


L in ths Grſt place. The words point out all 
_ branches of government which are exerciſed 
in the earth; and the LORD of Glory claims 
an abſolute ſovereignty. thro? all. As for kings, 
their title, office, and dignity, needs no explana- 
tion; all perſons. know, that a king is a mo- 


5 | X _ a ſoyereign or ſupreme governar,/in a 


nat, country, or large dominion 3 and: that to 


= hin it -belongs to make and eſtabliſh laws for the 


regular. government of his ſubjects ; 28 alſo to 

hold the balance of ſtate, or to ditect all matters 
of peace, war, commerce, or whatever is neceſ- 
ſary for the defence, protection, or benefit of his 
people; and likewiſe to judge and regulate all 
matters among his ſubjects, ſo as that they may 
Fo. live 1 in peace among themſelves. As for . 
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whatever be the modern regulation of titles and 


dignities z princes, in ſcripture language, are 
either heads of tribes, or governors of particular 
countries, where there is no king; or they are 
next in authority to the king; either in being 


his counſellors, holding governments, or aſſiſt- 


ing in making and eſtabliſhing laws. So that, 
according to the ſcripture - ſenſe, the Britiſh 
Houſe of Peers 1s a houſe of princes, whoſe 


office and work is to make laws, or to decree. 
juſtice. And tho' noble, be a title more inde- 
finite, yet, in general, we underſtand, thoſe who ? 


had it were worthy perſons, above the rank of 


the common people, and intruſted with the 
affairs of government. Such are our Repreſen- 
zatives in Parliament, or Houſe of Commons; who 


are united with the king and his princes in the 


legiſlative power. Thus our laws, ſtatutes, and 
| decrees of juſtices, are under the direction of a 


king, princes, and nobles. 
But, further, a8 the ** . 
E al 00 affai rs” of £ | 


hold. places of importance under hie FR 

are another order of princes ; whoſe work is 
more properly to rule in judgment, than decree- 
juſtice. To whom may be added, all ſuch as 


are in authority under the prime adminiſtration, 
to regulate affairs in counties, Dn. or any 


we | _ offices 


q as pon his hand ..4 
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offices for the general co of the nation; who 
may juſtly bear che character of nobles, mils 
in the ſtate. 

Again, as the king is the ſupreme jan nd 
under him there are chief judges, who preſide in 
the ſuperior courts, theſe juſtly claim the cha- 
rafter of princes in their high ſtations. And, 
beſides theſe, the judges of inferior courts, go- 
vernors of corporations, juſtices of the peace, c. 
theſe, being placed in judicial authority, may 
bear the character of nobles of the people. And, 
that nothing may be omitted, the words of my 
text are expreſſed in the moſt comprehenſive 
terms, Tea, all the judges of the earth. _ 
So that it is manifeſt, % LORD of Glory in- 
tends to give us to underſtand, That all ſove- 
reigns, rulers, governors, magiſtrates, or whoſo- 
ever holds any place of authority, or command, 
among the people, of whatever kind or degree, 
are by his appointment, and under his direction; 
2 maintained > ih r- N F — to: him 


82. 8 HS e Boo lords, 
GoveRNoR of governors, and Jupce of judges. 
Which brings me to conſider, and * to 


- * 


II. In the ſecond place, x hat all government 
Go dominion is in the hand of our Loxp J ESUS 
\CHRIST. . . 

; 1. Tbe 


1 

1. The Lonxp Jesus is ſovereign Lord of all 
the creation of GOD; therefore he diſpoſes of 
all government as he pleaſes ; ; and neither his ; 
honour, nor his goodneſs to his ſubjects, can admit 

him to ſuffer any power to uſurp his dominion ; 
or wreſt his authority out of his hand. Nor can 
any created wiſdom elude his Omniſcience, or any 
force reſiſt his Omnipotence :. neither can neglect or 
diſregard give opportunity for any to intrude upon 
the property of him who neither Numbers nor eeps. 
— GOD the F ATHER made promiſe to his Sox, 
ſaying, I will give thee the Heathen for thine inhe- ; 
ritance, and the uttermoſt parts of the earth for thy 
poſſeſſion. And to the kings and judges of the earth. 
he gives this inſtruction, Kiſs the Sow left he be 
angry. The HoLy GnosT witneſſeth, The FATHER 
loveth the Sox, and bath given all things into bis 
band. And the'Son acknowledgeth, Al power * 
given unto me in heaven and in earth. And inaſmuch 
as all things were created 8 00 and for bim, and 
the whole: church is united claring, Thou haſt 
 ereated all things,” ant Ely. 5 10 leaſe here they are, and 
were. created ; therefore, 595 are not left to 
others, nor the government devoted to the pleaſure 


of men. © The Lord Ht tteth king * ever; GOP is | | 


Judge himſelf. 
2. Since the Lord maintains his own ſove- 
reignty, There is no poen but of GOD; yet, men 
are advanced to the ſeats of government; therefore 


it follows of conſequence, that ihe powers that be, 


ee - B 5 a are | 7% A 


2460. 


t 


are t ordained of 0D. The Loza hath made tha- 
nifeſt this truth, in his word, in that he hath given 
directions to kings and judges, and commanded 
_ obedience to them. . Thou ſhalt do according to the 
ſentence. which they of that place (which the Loxp 
hall chuſe) ſhall ſhew thee, and thou ſhalt obſerve to 
do according to all that they inform thee. If GOD 
had not appointed the power, obedience thereto had 
not been our duty, nor diſobedience any crime in 
his fight ; but now, diſobedience to governors is a 
crime ſo heinous, that GOD hath faid, J/hoſeever 
therefore reſi Neth the power, refiteth the ordinance of. : 
60D; and they bas 2 N, 2 58 receive to them- 
ſelves damnation. 

3. Be it obſerved, that government; and Weile 
tive power, did not proceed from man's wiſdom 
and prudence, but was originally appointed by the 
direction and command of GOD ;: not only to the 
tribes of Iſrael, whom the Logp was pleaſed to 
govern by a ſpecial ſyſtem of laws, in a peculiar 
manner, but to che whole world. We read not of 
any government before the flood, nor have we any 
reaſon to believe the antediluvians knew any ſuch 
thing; for want whereof, the earth was flled-with 
violence : which grieyance, the virtue and prudence 
of mankind, during fo long a period, had never 
found an expedient to remedy. But after the flood, 
60 appointed juſtice to be executed by man- 
. For as Noah was now the common father 
of all men in the new world, whatever promiſe or 


pre- 


f 1 H 

precept GOD gave to him, was univerſal to all 
his race; therefore, this precept, Whoſo ſheddeth 
man's blood, by man ſhall his blood be ſhed, is an uni- 
verſal ſtatute. And here the foundation of go- 
vernment is laid; for no ſtatute of juſtice can be 
executed without ſome order, authority, and form 
of government : : he, therefore, who made the law, 
gave authority for the execution thereof, ordained 
magiſterial power, and committed judicial and 
executive power to mankind ; for, GOD is not the 
author of confuſi on. 
4. The Supreme Jupce of all the earth has or- 
dained, that there ſhall be powers for the adjuſting 
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cuting judgment upon the wicked; nor has he left 


N a. 2 >; SY Ep NN f 
n * =». 1 42 * 2 
E GET IT oo ee 

N 1 Fe bus TRY I * $2 6 "W ** 
2 " To LT OY. FD 


perſons, and eſtabliſhes them in their high ſtations. 
It is not only a general inſtitution, but directed by 
the ſpecial providence of GOD, reſpecting every 
individual whom GOD. is pleaſed to promote. to 
have the dominion, ſway the ſceptre, or hold the 
reins of government. Promotion cometh neither 
from the eaſt, nor from the weſt, nor from the ſouth ; 
but GOD is the Judge : He Pultetb doton one, and 
fetteth up another. It is true, GOD doe es not call 
them by name in every nation, as he frequently 
did in Ifrael, but in a providential way, by an 
over-ruling hand; by ſuch means as his wiſdom 
"M bs Far to direct. But whatever be the means 
3 eb 
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of human affairs, defending the innocent, and exe- 


it at uncertainty, who ſhall be employed in per- 
forming ſo great a truſt, but he appoints the very 
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whereby perſons are promoted, whether i it be their 
family and birth, as was the caſe with Solomon, 
and all the ſucceeding kings of Judab; or by 
: GOD's beſtowing upon them ſome ſuperior quali- 
fications, and making thoſe qualifications conſpi- 
cuous, ſo as to gain the approbation of the people, 
which was the caſe with Jeroboam, and many of 
the kings of Iſrael; or in whatever way, {till the 
Kine of kings, and Loxp of lords, claims his 
own prerogative, and obliges the moſt puiſſant 
monarchs to confeſs, that the Moſt High ruleth in 
the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomſoever be 
ill, And though Daniel ſaid to Nebuchadnezzar, 
Thou, O king, art a king of kings; yet he till re- 
minds him, by what tenure he held that dignity, 
for the GOD of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, 
| power, and ſtrengtb, and glory; and GOD fre- 
gquently calls him, Nebuchadnezzar the king of Ba- 
Hilon, my ſervant, GOD declares, that it was 
bimſelf that raiſed up Pharaoh; and he com- 
We manded Elijah to anoint Hazael to be king over 
Syria, He likewiſe faith of Cyrus, . He is my ſhep- 
herd, and ſhall perform all my pleaſure ;_ calls him 
his anointed, and ſays, I have even called thee by 
th name: 1 have ſurnamed thee, though thou baſt 
not 5 * me. 
It is the LORD Cunisr that beſtows all 
> 5 qualifications, and makes men fit for high 
ſtations, gives them a capacity to hold governments, 
and guide the grand machines of ſtate. There is 
| not 


+ is]. 


Jetration, reſolution, coolneſs, vivacity, ſtability, 
f But the Son of GOD, Knowing that the FATHER 
Wh given all things into his hands, and hath given 
aualifications to which ſoever of the ſons of men he 
pleaſes; and recalls them when he pleaſes. So we 
cob came upon bim. But when he had diſobeyed 
; determined to rent the kingdom from him, and had 


W anointed David to be king in his ſtead ; The SPIRIT 
W of tbe Loxp came upon David, from that day for- 


or the fear of the Lox p; for this ſpirit Saul never 


the Logy made to Samuel, concerning him and his 


Was 


ot in every man wiſdom, courage, conduct, pe- 


Wc. fit to undertake matters of ſuch moment. 


in authority to execute judgment alſo, becauſe be is 
e Son of man, he communicates all neceſſary 


S find, when Saul was anointed king, T he ſpirit of 


the commandment of the Logn, and GOD had 


vard. — But the Se1R1T of the Lord departed from 
Saul. We are not here to underſtand the SpIRID 
of GOD in a new teſtament ſenſe, as the promiſed | 
© comforter ; for where he is given in that capacity, 
be abides for ever; nor as the SIR IT of holineſs, 


had in truth; and that David had it before he was 
anointed king, is evident from the remark which 


brethren : The Lorp ſeeth not as man jeeth ;, for 
man looketh on the outward appearance, - but the 
Loxp laoketh on the heart. But it intends a ſpirit 
of magnanimity, wiſdom, fortitude, and judgment, 
to qualify them for the kingdom; which when 
Saul had loſt, he was troubled with a ſpirit which 
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was quite the reverſe; which plainly appears to h; 
a weak, melancholy, peeviſh, fractious, Jealow 
frame of mind, or an utter diſcompoſure of the 
intellectual powers, whereby he was rendered unkt 
for government. So, it is very evident, GOD had 
indued Nebuchadnezzar with great qualifications 
formed but for majeſty, and royal government, 
but when he miſimproved thoſe favours, GOD 
pronounced a different ſentence upon him: Let hi 
heart be changed from man's, and let a beaſt's heart 
be given him. — It is recorded, that. Joſhua the ſon 
of Nun was full of the ſpirit of wiſdom. And this 
is given as the reaſon why the children of 1jrai 

| hearkened unto him. Solomon's requeſt to GOD, 
was, Give thy ſervant an underſtanding heart 11 
Judge thy people. Which requeſt, GOD having 
granted him, it is obſerved of the people, They 
feared the king : for they jaw that the wiſdom of 

GOD was in him to do judgment. 

6. The principles of juſtice and truth, goodneſs 
and mercy, whereby kings and princes are made a 
bleſſing to their ſubjects, are all derived from the 
fountain of government, Jrxsus CHRIST. David 
ſaith, The GOD of Iſrael ſaith, the Rock of Ißrael 
Hate to me, he that ruleth over men muſt be juſt, 
ruling in the fear of GOD. But this cannot pro- 
ceed from themſelves, for the hearts of all men, 
by nature, are corrupt; They are all gone afide ; 
they are altozether become filthy; there is wone that 
doeth good, no not one. It is this depravity in the 
5 „ human 


Jou eceſſary; and if it had not been the good pleaſure 
of 60D to quality ſome perſons with virtuous 
ng principles, from the ſource of his own goodneſs, 
hy ſto ſuppreſs the vicious, principles and practices 
which otherwiſe would prevail and tyrannize in the 
: world, there would be none to do it; the foun- 


Wof all power and dominion, centers in this ſingle 
| point, The Lok» reignetb. And hence it is that all 
3 earthly kings and potentates are qualified to execute 
: their important offices; they receive from him, not 
I only their commiſſions, but their inſtructions, and 


W hence, as ſays the apoſtle Paul, He is the miniſter 
% GOD 10 thee for good. But this may be wrought 
different ways. One may be, as it was with Cyrus, 
who did not know the Lorp, yet GOD made him 


do not learn that ever he came to know the Loxp, 
ſo as to become a true worſhipper, yet he was 
brought to underſtand, that the Loxp GOD of 


hereby was he brought to obey his commandment, 
concerning his people, for he knew that he was 
the GOD of Hfrael. Thus the majeſty of the 
Lorp. may awe fome perſons to do juſtice, who 
are not bleſſed with that fear of GOD which pro- 


uman nature, that makes government abſolutely 


i dation of government would be deftroyed : the root 


their capacities for the execution of them. And 


a miniſter of good to his people; for though we 


heaven had made him king of all the earth; and 


ceeds from love. Another way may be, by over- 
ruling providences, whereby men's minds are in- 
| fluenced 
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fluenced by various morives, to perform ſuch 
things as are juſt and good to others; notwith- 
ſtanding, they have not ſo much as the awe of 
GOb's majeſty upon their o.] hearts: but their 
minds are directed by a, ſovereign hand, though 
themſelves are ignorant hence it proceeds; nor 
are their deſigns upright at the ſame time. Je 
king's heart is in the band of the Lord > 4s the 
: rivers of water be turneth it whither ſoever he will. 
But the way in which GOD is pleaſed to favour 
ſome people in their governors, is, by bleſſing 
thoſe governors with the true knowledge, love, 
and fear of GOD himſelf; theſe are a bleſſing 
indeed; who according to the commandment of 
the Lok p, read diligently in his law, as it is writ- 
ten, He ſhall, read therein all the days of bis life. 
Theſe are qualified in truth; they act from righte- 
ous motives, being guided by righteous precepts; 
they reign by the Kine of ſaints; by his authority, 
by his direction, in his fear, for his glory, and the 
5 good of his people. A king that fitteth on the 
_ throne of pan. eee away all evil with his 


ches. | "I | 
EY. Thoſe en and potentates nds reign I& 


= not proſperous, are at the ſovereign diſpoſal of the 


almighty head of dominion; he has appointed 
the powers for puniſhment as well as protection; 
and as righteous princes puniſh the crimes of 
individuals, for the peace and ſafety. of ſociety, 
fo when the Loa fees good to puniſh the iniquity 
ef 


1 

of a nation, he directs the inſtruments by his own. 
wiſdom, to execute his own purpoſes. Sometimes 
he withholds wiſdom or ſucceſs from faithful rulers, 
for a chaſtiſement to the people; as he did to his 
fervant Joſiah, who fell at Meggido, that the appoint- 
ed wrath might come upon a hypocritical people. 


Sometimes GOD is pleaſed to give the power to 


fools, or cowards, 'who ſuffer ruin to come upon 
the people for want of conduct, like king Abax, 
who gave his treaſures to the king of Aria, who 
was not his friend; and ſacrificed to the gods of his 
enemies which ſmote him. Sometimes the Loxp 
ſets up proud imperious princes, who diſtreſs their 
countries under pretext of maintaining them; as 
Amaxiab king of Fudah, when he took advice to 
ſee the king of Hrael in the face; by which means 


himſelf was made priſoner, and Feruſalem taken, 
and ſpoiled. Thus, the pride of Pharaoh contended 


with GOD, till all the excellency of Egypt was 


deſtroyed. Sometimes the power is put into the 


hands of ſlothful perſons, who neglect their duty; 
or into the hands of the covetous, or luxurious, 
who oppreſs their own fubjects, whom they ought 


to defend and nouriſh. Moe to thee, O land, when 
thy king is a child, and thy princes eat in the morning. 


Sometimes brutiſh perſons are exalted to dignity, who 
neither fear GOD, nor regard man; as Manaſſeh, 


| who filled Jernſalem with all manner of abomina- 
tions, idolatry, and innocent blood. The wicked | 


walk on every fide, when the vileſt of men are exalted, 


C | And | 
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And ſometimes it pleaſes GOD to give a people 
into the hand of foreign invaders, and uſurping 
tyrants, as he delivered Judah into the hand of Sbiſbat 
king of Egypt, for which he gave this reaſon, That 
they nay know my ſervice, and the ſervice uf the 
kingdoms of the countries. And in their turn, gave 
the Egyptians into the hand of their enemies, 
ſaying, And the Egyptians will I give over into tbe 
band of a cruel lord, and a fierce king ſhall rule over 
them, ſaith the LoxD, the Lord of hoſts. But ftill WW 
the whole diſpoſing is of the Lox B; he advanced 
Caiphas to the prieſthood, Pontius Pilate to the 
government, and Herod to the tetrarchy, at ſuch a 
period, For to do whatſoever his hand and his counſel 
determined before to be done. For tho” the wicked- 
neſs is of themſelves, and muſt be hated of the 
GOD of truth, yet he, in infinite wiſdom, makes 
that wickedneſs ſubſervient to his on good pur- 
poſes, as he ſaid to Pharaoh, And in very deed, for 
this cauſe have ] raiſed thee up, for to ſhew in thee 
my power, and that my name may be declared through- 
out all the earth ;, as allo of the king of Aſſyria, 
O Mrian, the rod of mine anger, and the ſtaff in 
. their” hand is mine indignation. I will ſend bim 
againſt an hypocritical nation, and . againſt the people 
of my wrath will I give him a charge, &c. Yet 
GOD has no communion with theſe wicked inſtru- 
ments, nor they with him; only he turns them with 
his curb, as he pleaſes. Iwill put my hook in thy 
noſe, and my bridle in thy bps. Thus they do the 
8 5 will 
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will of GOD unknown to themſelves, while they 
are eagerly purſuing their own wills, to their ruin. 


 Howbeit, he meaneth not ſo, neither doth bis heart 


think ſo. The Loxp gives the power into their 


21 for 7he Maſt High ruleth in the kingdom o 


en, and giveth it to whomſoever be will. He 


955 them a capacity to hold their authority, and 
keep the people in ſubjection; this is a gift from 


GOD, and tho' they do not uſe it in the fear of 
GOD, or to the benefit of men, but conſume it 
upon their Juſt, yet it is his pleaſure to continue it 
to them, until they have gone ſo far as to be ap- 
pointed, and then he turns them back, or caſts 
them away, as a deſpiſed broken idol. Vpberefore it 


ſhall come to paſs, that when the Lox p hath perform- 
ed bis whole work upon mount Zion, and on Feru- 
ſalem, I will puniſh the fruit of the flout heart of 


the king of Aſſyria, and the glory of his high looks. 


III. In the third place, I would attempt to prove, 


That all powers and governments upon earth are 


ordained, ſuſtained, and regulated, by ChRISTH, 
on his Church's behalf, and in arab to her 


Foe 


for the LORD deligbteth in thee, and his love con- 


tinues the ſame for ever; having loved bis own 


C 2 which 


| His church is the . objett of his perle g 
1 and ultimate delight. His love to her hath | 
been ever of old; I have loved thee with an ever- 
laſting love. It is now the ſame, in full perfection, 
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_ which were in the world, he loved them unto the 
end. He expreſſes the higheſt complaiſancy in his 
people, ſaying. The LORD th GOD in the midſt of 
hee is mighty ;, he will ſave, he will rejoice over thee 
with joy, be will reſt in bis love, be will joy over 
thee with Singing ; yea, he hath not only expreſſed 
his love in words, but hath alſo given the ſtrongeſt 
demonſtration in his actions; greater love hath no 
man than this, that a man lay down his life for bis 
friends ; yet he ſays, I lay down my life for the 
ſheep 3 — no man taketh it from me, but ] lay it down 
of myſelf, Yea, he laid down his life of pure, 
free, ſpontaneous goodneſs, without any induce- 
ment on our part, or any. worthineſs in us; GOD 
commended his love towards us, in that while w. 
evere yet ſinners, CHRIST died for us; and the 
apoſtle John exults in this very thing, as an unde- 
niable proof of perfect love; herein is love, not 
bal we loved GOD, but that he loved us, and ſent 
bis SON to be the propitiation for our fins. | Fur- 
ther, this love was not manifeſt as a tranſient act 
of meer pity, but a conſtant ſeries of delight; 
therefore he purchaſed his church with his own 
blood, and redeemed them to GOD, that they 
might be his own property ; for the LORD's 
portion is his people, Jacub is the lot of his inheri- 
tance, he hath choſen- them for his own peculiar 
treaſure ; bleſſed is the nation whoſe GOD is the 
LORD, and the people whom he bath c choſen for bis 
own inber itance; his church is his * 
thy 
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thy maker is thine huſband ; his joy and his glory, 


thou ſhalt alſo be a crown of glory in the hand of the 
LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy GOD, 


he cohabits with her for ever and ever, this is my 
reſt for ever, here will I dwell, for I have defired it; 


he beſtows every bleſſing, and withholds no good 
thing from his choſen; he that ſpared not his own 


SON, but delivered him up for us all, how fball he 


not with him alſo freely give us all things; and he 


hath prepared for them a kingdom from the foun- 


dation of the world; and there is reſerved in heaven 


for them, an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, 


and that fadeth not away; where they ſhall ſit 


down with him in his throne, and they ſhall reign © 


for ever and ever. 
Hence we know that all FR "es work together 


for good, to them that love GOD. Does not a man 


ſo rule and direct all his ſervants, as may be for the 


good, the pleaſure, and comfort of her who is the 


wife of his boſom, the delight of his eyes? and 


regulate all the affairs of his houſehold, for her 
commodity and ſatisfaction? ſo, the LoRD Jesvus, 
having his ultimate delight placed in his people, 


and being perpetually attentive to their felicity, and 


having the whole creation of GOD in ſubjeCtion 


under his feet, he will. certainly govern all thoſe 


powers in ſuch a manner, as to anſwer the moſt 
ſalutary purpoſes to the heirs of glory; his pro- 
miſe to them is, ſurely, bleſſing, 1 will bleſs tbes; 
which contains bleſſings of every kind; his church 

is 
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1 
is his holy mountain, and all the earthly powers 
are ſtationed round about her, by him who hath 
faid, I will make 2 and the _ round about 
my hill, a bleſſing. 

2. As the church ſtands in fo near a relation to 
the Son of GOD, whom the FarRER hath ap- 
pointed heir of all things, the members thereof, by 
virtue of their union with him, become heirs , 
60D, and joint heirs with CHRIST ; if they be 
heirs of GOD himſelf, of conſequence, they muſt 
be heirs of all his works ; and fo Abraham is called 
 beir of the world; and if they ſtand in the relation 


of a wife to him that is the ſovereign king, they 


muſt poſſeſs the honours and privileges of a queen, 
which the Holy Ghost gives to the church, 
faying, on thy right hand did ſtand the queen in gold 
of Opbir; a wife juftly claims a right to whatſoever 
is in the poſſeſſion of her huſband, fo the church 
claims an indiſputable right to CHRIST, and to all 
that is in his hand; therefore the apoſtle fays, 
without heſitation, let no man glory in man; for all 


[| IT things are your's ; ſtrongly implying, that what- 


ſoever pertains to mankind, is ordered in ſubſer- 
viency to the church of GOD, and appointed for 
the uſe and ſervice of GOD's people; and fo it 
needs muſt be, for if all rhings were made for the 
Sow of GOD, who is the head of the church, they 
muſt be for the members of his body. And hence, 
the apoſtle further adds, whether Paul, or Apollos, 
or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things 
23 
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preſent, or things to come, all are yours, and ye are 


CHRIST*s, and CHRIST is GOD's.; and he alſo 


ſays in another place, to the ſame people, for all 


things are for your ſakes ; therefore all dominion, 


E rule, and government, that is exerciſed in the 
world, as it is under the deſpotic authority of 
Cas1sT JEsvs, it is for the ſake of his redeemed 


— the FATHER gave all things into the hands of 
the Son, for this very end, that they might be 
ſervants to his church. The GOD of our Lord 
FESUS CHRIST, the FATHER of glory, — hath. 
put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the 


head over all things to the church, which is his body, 


the fulneſs of him that filleth all in all; as the head 


is all to the members, and the body is all to the 


head; as the huſband is all to his wife, and the 
wife is all to her huſband; ſo CHRIST is all in all. 
to his church, ſhe poſſeſſes fulneſs of perfection in 


him, and his church is all in all to him, he enjoys 


fulneſs of delight in her; ſo that the language of 


CnrisT is, I pray for them, 1 pray not for the 
world, but for them which thou haſt given me, for 


they are mine, and all mine are thine, and thine are 


mine, and I am glorified in them. And the lan- 


guage of the church is, whom have I in heaven but 


thee? and there is none upon earth that I defire 


beſides thee. . Thus like the virgin pair in Eden,. 
they are replete in one another, and poſſeſs all 
other things in a way of ſubjection; for the Far ER 
gave him to be the union-head of his church, and 
che: 
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deſpotick head ove all things To his church; 
therefore the whole creation, from the higheſt to 
the loweſt, is nothing more, and nothing leſs, than 
a perfect accommodation for the church's conve- 
nience, or a train of attendance to wait upon the 
queen, at the ſovereign command of her royal 
huſband, bo is gone into heaven, and is on the 
right hand of 60D; angels, and authorities, and 
powers being made ſubject unto him; therefore it is 
faid of the angels, are they not all miniſtering 
ſpirits, ſent forth to minifier for them who ſhall be 
heirs of ſalvation. 
3. GOD has made it abundanily manifeſt in 
his word, that by an uncontroulable hand, he 
diſpoſes the whole race of mankind, and particu- 
larly kings, rulers, ſtates, and governments, for 
the good of his people. GOD that made the world, 
— bath made of one blood, all nations of men, for to 
dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath deter- 
mined the times before appointed, and the bounds of 
their habitations. But why hath the Loxp made 
ſuch an ample regulation, and fixed the ſtations of 
all the ſons of men in ſuch a determinate manner? 
it is for the ſake of his elet whom he hath choſen, 
and redeemed. He hath appointed the ſtations of 
all his ſervants, ſo as they ſhall be ready at hand 
to perform every ſervice that may be neceſſary, 
either for his church in general, or for any indivi- 
dual member; when the Mosr Hicn divided to 
the nations their inheritance, when he ſeparated the 


ſons 


E 


Fe” of PTY. be ſet the bounds-of he people _ 
Ang lo, the number of. the children of Vrael; 

that there is not a man nor a woman upon 1 
but who, in their generation, are fulfilling their 
work for the ſervice of the church of GOD; and 
cho' it may ſeem very remote, and in a way to us 
unknown, it is not unknown to him, whoſe ways 
of providence are as a wheel in the middle of a 
wheel; Judab is my law. -giver, Moab is my waſh- 
pol; every nation obeys the command, or is made 
to bow to the will. of GOD, on the behalf of his 
people; for the nation and kingdom that will not 
ſerve thee, ſhall periſh; yea, thoſe nations ſhall be 
utterly waſted. The Holy One has made the dif- 
ference between his own people, and the reſt of 
the world; and the children of GOD know this 
difference, and can plead with him, We are. thine ; 
thou never bareſt rule over them ; they were not called 
by thy name. Yet, he bears ſuch an authority over 
all the world, as to diſpoſe of them, according to 
. his pleaſure, for his body's ſake, which is the church. 
Therefore he ſays, I am the LORD thy. GOD, ibe 
Holy One of Jjrael, thy Saviour, I gaug Egypt for 
thy ranſam, Ethiopia and Seba for thee. — For your 
© ſake ] have ſent to Babylon, and have brought down 

all their nobles, and the Chaldeans, whoſe cry is in 

_. the ſhips. All kings, princes, nobles, and judzes 
of the earth, are under the ſame ſubjection to the f 
Som of GOD, to attend the buſineſs of his church. 
600 raiſed up, and bleſſed Cyrus; but for what , 
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intent? This is the reaſon given, For Jacob ny ll dad! 
ſervant's ſake, and Tſrael mine elect. If they at- under 
tempt to exceed the bounds of their commiſſion, WM come 
to hurt the ſaints, he rebukes them at his pleaſure; of hi 
yea, he reproved kings for their ſakes, ſaying, Touch 
not mine anointed, and do my. prophets no harm. If law, 
his people want any favour, which is in the power 
of princes to grant, they are, under the ſpecial di- 
rection of the Almighty Soverz1GN, ready at 
hand to fulfil their charge; for the LORD bad 
made them joyful, and turned the heart of the king 
of Aſſyria unto them, to ſtrengthen their bands in 
the work of the houſe of GOD, the GOD of Iſrael. 
Yea, they are made ready to perform every kind. 
office; devoted, as miniſters, or ſervants in wait- 


ar 
ing, to attend the children of the KING of glory; 3 
and Kings ſhalt be thy nur ing fathers, and their q 
| Queens thy nurſing mothers. l 
If it ſhould be objected, That the add powers 4 


have frequently been enemies to the ſaints, and the 
diſciples of Jzsus have often been en ſufferers 
under them; 
I reply, This objection is of. no force, unleſs 
the objector can ſubjoin, that thoſe diſciples of 
| Jesvs were ſuch obedient children, that they never 
wanted correction: and further, that he is ſo wiſe 
as to point out, at leaſt, ſome of thoſe ſufferings 
from whence no good proceeded to the ſaints. Is 
it a proof, that a tutor is not guided by the fa- 
ther's direction, becauſe ſometimes he corrects the 
child? 


* 


child? Or, that a ſubordinate magiſtrate i is not 


ſome occaſions, he exerciſes ſeverities upon certain 
of his ſubjets? 

The Loxp hath ſaid, I his children ferſake m my 
law, and walk not in my judgments ; if they break 
my ſtatutes, and keep not my commandments ; then 


ſtrument he pleaſes for their correction. And his 
love to them appears in his chaſtiſements, as well 
as in other acts of kindneſs ; for the apoſtle de- 


a proof of their being ſet up, and maintained in- 


and violently perſecuted them, the Loxp hath 
turned it for good; not ſo much for correction, as 
for trial, and for ſpreading the truth of the goſpel. 
It is obſerved, upon the perſecution that aroſe at 
the ſtoning of Stephen, They that were ſcattered 
abroad, went every where preaching the word; and 


at Rome, But I would ye ſhould underſtand, brethren, 
thet the things which happened unto me, have fallen 


adorns the earth, let the deſigns of the earthly 
B+: powers 


under the direction of his Majeſty, becauſe, upon 


will I viſit their tranſgreſſion with the rod, and their 
= iniquity with ſtripes ; and he makes uſe of what in- 


clares, that he does it for our profit. Therefore, 
60D having frequently made uſe of potentates, 
and magiſtaates, to chaſtiſe his people, is as much 


their ſtations, for the church's ſake, as any other 
part of their ſervice. Yea, when they have hated, 


Paul ſays, concerning the bonds which he ſuffered. 


out rather unto the furtherance of the goſpel; ſo 
that, as long as Jesus reigns, and his church 
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powers be what they will, it ſhall ſtill be ſaid, The 
kings! f the carth * n their 12 and Honour 
into 70. Re een | 


IV. In the fourth place, I ſhall Fog a laws in- 
e by way of inſtruction, or admonition, 
to ſuch as fear GOD, and know that univerſal So- 


vereignty reſts in the hand of GOD's "Holy One, 
EM MANUEL. 


1. To him Wien the gan honour, and 
pralle, and to him we are bound to give thanks 
for the manifold bleſſings which we enjoy in a 
happy and gracious. government. The bleſſings 
with which Great Britain has been- favoured, in 
that reſpect, for above ſeventy years paſt, are in- 
_ diſputably equal (and it is my humble opinion, 
ſuperior) to any thing of the kind, that, for fo 
long a period, any hiſtory can furniſh us with, or 
that ever any nation had to boaſt; and that this 
day ſhould afford us ſo comfortable a proſpect of 
the continuance of theſe bleſſings, in a King and 
Queen, ſo well approved, that, in them, we may 
hope to ſee the ſame virtues ſhine, and, under them, 
enjoy the ſame privileges, as we have done in the 
days of their Predeceſſors. This is a freſh obli- 
_ gation to gratitude, to him that is the ſole Author 
of theſe mercies, and cannot be diſregarded by us, 
without manifeſt contempt of his goodneſs. May 
we, therefore, rejoice in the Lord, and aſcribe 
ah glory to his name! as Iſrael did upon a like 


OCCA- 


11 


coccaſion, 7 hey bleſſed the king, and went to their 
8 tents joyful and glad of heart, for all the goodneſs 
that the LORD had done for David his ſervant, | 
and for. Iſrael bis people. 1 g 
2. Foraſmuch as the ſupreme power is in the 
pads of CHRIS for ever and ever, we hence may 
learn to.truſt in him for all bleſſings to come, as 
well as acknowledge the preſent and the paſt. His 
loving-kindneſs to his people is perpetually the 
ſame, his mercy endureth for ever; and in this alone 
centers our continual ſafety. I am the LORD, I 
change not; therefore, ye ſons of Jacob, are not con- 
ſumed. We have no reaſon to diſtruſt his good- 
neſs, and perpetual care of his people, while we 
read his faithfulneſs to his ancient inheritance, or 
remember his multiplied favours and deliverances 
to our own nation; but eſpecially while his immu- 
table promiſes ſtand upon record; ſaying of his 
vineyard (his church), 1 the LORD do keep it, 1 
will water it every moment; leſt any burt it, I will 
keep it night and day: and again, As birds flying, 
fo. will the LORD of boſts defend Feruſalem ; de- 
fending alſo be will deliver it, and paſſing over be 
will preſerve it. His wiſdom and power are infinite 
and eternal, and his truth endureth to all genera. « 
tions; and to ſhew, that he never forgets his choſen 
people, he ſays, Behold, I have graven thee upon 
the palms of my hands; thy walls are continually be- 
fore me. Now, let us remember, that our ſove- |} 
reign Lon p has received a charge from his Fa- 
| THER, 
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THER, that of all that he bath given him, he 
ſhould loſe notbing ; himſelf hath loved ſo as 10 


give his life a ranſom for them ; and all his promiſes. 
to them are, yea, and amen; therefore ſo long as 


one of his elect is in the world, he never will deli- 
ver up the reins of power out of his own hand; 


he ſays, I am alive for evermore, amen, and have 


#he keys of hell and of death. 


3. If kings and princes are only inſtruments in 
the bende of the Lokp, to be fet up, or put down, 
at his pleaſure, we ought to learn, not to repoſe 


our confidence, or place our truſt in them; foraſ- 
much as they are men, and not GOD ; and our 


heavenly Fa THE R does not permit his own children 


to truſt in any being but himſelf; he hath ſtated 
the contraſt between the creature and himſelf, 


faying of the one, Ceaſe ye from man, whoſe breath 


is in his noſtrils, for wherein is be to be accounted of! 
and of the other, Truſt ye in the LORD for ever, 
for in the LORD FEHOV AH is everlaſting ſtrength. 
And again, . curſed be the man that truſteth in man, 


and maketh fleſh his arm, and whoſe heart -departeth 


from the LORD.—Bleſſed is the man that truſteth 


in the LORD, and whoſe hope the LORD is. The 


advanced ſtations in which the Logp is pleaſed to 
place ſome of his creatures above the reſt, is no 
Warrant to us to place our confidence in them, ſo 


long as GOD hath forbidden it; put not your truſt 


in princes, nor in the fon of man, in whom there is 
m0 beip ; and this prohibition. is for our advantage, 
"0mm 
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becauſe, it is better to truſt in the LORD, than to 
put confidence in princes; for, men of high degree are 
a lie. A perſon can have only one object of fixed 
confidence, therefore if we truſt in any created 
being, we depart from GOD, and fall under that 
heavy charge, they believed not in GOD, and truſted 
not in his ſalvation. OY 
4. Since all powers upon earth are in the hand 
of our Logp and Savious, and all their hearts 
and actions under his immediate command, this 
may teach us not to entertain any unneceſſary fears 
concerning them ; we have no occaſion to perplex 
our minds with ſuſpicions, reſpecting their wiſdom 
or fortitude, counſels - or conduct; for he by 
whom they poſſeſs their high ſtations, is all- ſuffi- 
cient to qualify them with all the courage and 
diſcretion that is neceſſary ; and if, for wiſe reaſons, 
he ſhould be pleaſed to withhold, in ſome degree, 
the ſpirit of prudence, penetration, and magnani- 
mity, from them, for the humiliation both of 
thoſe in power, and the whole nation; have we 
any reaſon to diſtreſs ourſelves, becauſe he hath 
done what pleafed him? Can we doubt his wiſdom 
and goodneſs in ſuch a proceeding ? An overflow of 
proſperity is ſometimes as dangerous as adverſity; 
but whether we can diſcern the purpoſes of GOD 
in his diſpenſations or not, it is ſufficient for us to 
know that it is the finger of GOD; and ſince we 
know that it is the fountain of perfection, that 
Jormeth the ſpirit of man within him, we have no 
re alon 
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reaſon to be diſmayed, for tho? princes and poten- 


tates are as mountains in the earth, the Lord hath 
aſſured his church, the mountains ſpall depart, and 
the hills be removed, but my kindneſs ſhall not depart 
from thee, neither fhall the covenant of my peace be 
removed, ſaith thee LORD, that hath mercy on 


thee ;—-and if a time ſhould ever come, when it 


ſhould pleaſe the Lok to ſet up governors, whoſe 


hearts ſhould be turned to hate, and perſecute his 


people; in this caſe we are commanded, be no! 
affraid of them that kill the body, and after that 
have no more that they can do. The believer's portion 


is not in this world, nor is it conſiſtent with his 


high calling, to be anxious about either his life, 


or any temporal enjoyments ; GOD is the conſola- 


tion of his people, and whatever troubles may ariſe 
in the earth, they know the LORD ſitteth upon the 
Food; and the Loxp never fails in his promiſe; 


thou wilt keep him in perfef peace, whoſe mind is 


ſtayed on thee; becauſe he truſteth in thee. 


5. Is Jesvs, whom we acknowledge to be our 


king, the ſovereign diſpoſer of crowns and king- 
| doms ? Then Chriſtians ought. not, by any means, 
or under any pretext whatever, to rebel againſt 
thoſe powers which CuRIST hath ſet up; for that 
would be to rebel againſt the author of that go- 
vernment. This David well- knew, when he ſaid. 
who can Rretch forth his band againſt the LORD 
anointed, and be guiltleſs ? Our Loxp Jzsvs com- 
mands all terreftrial powers, as he is the univerſal 
FE head 
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head of the creation ; but his ſpiritual kingdom, 


in which he ſtands, as the peculiar head of his 


church, is a diſtinct government, and the one does 


not interfere ' with the other; foraſmuch as the 
one is called fecular power, and the other is called 


the kingdom of heaven; and notwithſtanding 


many profeſſed Chrittians incline to unite or con- 


found the two kingdoms, yet certainly they that 


are Chriſtians indeed, cannot be ignorant of the 
diſtinction which CHRISTH hath made; my kingdom 


is not of this world; therefore it is utterly foreign to 
the character of a Chriſtian, to contend for magi- 
ſtracy, dignity, or poſts of honour, in this world ; 
and by ſo much as any one makes any ſuch 


attempt, he recedes from his profeſſion as a Chri- 


ſtian; if his uprightneſs, prudence, or other qua- 


lifications, ſhall ſo recommend him that he is 
choſen, and appointed to the place of a magiſtrate, | 
or any command of importance, let him fulfil his 


truſt like a man of integrity; for it is every man's 
duty, as a member of ſociety, to contribute all in 


his power, whether in a public or private capacity, 


for the good of mankind, but not to ſtrive for 
dominion: the kings of the Gentiles exerciſe lordſhip. 
oder them, but ye ſhall not be %; neither under 
any religious-pretext, are Chriſtians to oppoſe their 
governors z for no earthly government can either 


ſet up or pull down ChRIST's kingdom; and all * 


. rebellion or oppoſition againſt the powers on that 
account, can proceed from no root but hypocriſy; 


if they ſet up a falſe religion, we have no buſineſs 
| E | to 
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to oppoſe them, only avoid the corruption our. 
ſelves, obſerving his command, follow thou me. 
If they perſecute us for non-conformity, we have 
no buſineſs to reſiſt, but to ſubmit to the penalties 
they pleaſe to inflict ; only this licence is granted, 
when they perſecute you in this city, flee ye into ano- 
ther. I do not mean hereby to judge of national 
power, for without diſpute, that power that puts a 
magiſtrate in authority, may, upon a juſt ground, 
diſplace him, without being charged with rebellion; 
but Chriſtians, as ſuch, belong to another kingdom, 
and have no right to contend about the dominion 
of this world; and to lift up a hand againſt our 
fſuperiors, is to rebel againſt the king of Zion, by 
whom they reign. The LORD forbid that we 
* foould do this thing, — ſeeing he is the ann of the 
LORD. 
B. the reign and government of Sovereigns 
- wie of the LorD, we ought not to murmur, and 
complain againſt their meaſures, and adminiſtration, 
for this would be ingratitude, and contempt of him 
that appointed them to fill thoſe places. Thou 
they appear to us to act weakly, yet we may have 
no knowledge of the reaſons they have for their 
conduct; but if they ſhould act weakly indeed, 
Who gave, or who with-held wiſdom from them ? 
is it not the Loxp ? To reflect upon, and caſt out 
invectives againſt the powers which it has pleaſed 
600 to ſet over us, is a very pernicious practice, 
and 1s often attended with miſchievous conſequences. 


Sometimes it produces the. ſeeds of rebellion, which 
may 
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may prove the ruin of the ſtate ; and at t leaſt, as 
it proceeds from an unthankful, reſtleſs, diſſatisfied 
mind, it naturally tends to fill others with the ſame 


evil diſpoſitions, and fo to deprive ourſelves. of the 


_ enjoyment of favours, and make the nation, or 
ſome of your fellow ſubjects, uncomfortable ; it is 
the character of the wicked, and left as a curfe 


upon them, they ſhall fret themſelves, and curſe _ 
their king, and their GOD. And again it is ſaid, 
theſe filthy dreamers defile the fleſh, deſpiſe dominion, 
and ſpeak evil of dignities. Whereas we are com- 


manded, thou ſhalt not revile the gods (or gover- 
nors) nor curſe the ruler of thy people; which, when 
Paul had fpoken unguardedly to the high-prieſt, he 
excuſed himſelf on account of his ignorance, that 


he was the high-prieſt, and in tenderneſs of conſei- 


ence, repeated this law; for it is written, thou 
ſhall not ſpeak evil of the ruler of thy people; and 
Solomon, by the HoLy GnosT, gives this coun- 
ſel, curſe not the king, no not in thy thought. 


7. Seeing all the judges of the earth are guided 


by the counſel, or over-ruled by the power, and 


maintained by the authority of him to whom all | 


judgment is committed by the FarHER; this 
directs us to whom we are to look for a bleſſing 
upon them, and upon their juriſdiction; and hence 


comes the admonition of the apoſtle, by the di- 


rection of the Spix Ir of GOD; I exbort, therefore, 
that firſt of all, fupplications, prayers, interceſſions, 


and giving of thanks, be made for all men ; for kings 


and for all that are in authority, that. we may lead a 
3 
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| quiet and peaceable life, in all godlineſs and boneſy. 
It is from CHRIST alone, in whom all fulneſs re- 
ſides, that all kings, princes, and nobles of every 
order, are bleſſed with valuable qualifications, or 
poſſeſs capacities ſuitable to their various functions; 
ſhall we, therefore, quarrel with them for want of 
_ thoſe bleſſings, or reproach them becauſe (it may 
be for our ſins) the LoRD hath withheld ſuch fa- 
vours from them ? no, we are taught of GOD to 
look to him by prayer and ſupplication, to pour 
his bleſſings upon thoſe he is pleaſed to ſet over us; 
for thoſe bleſſings. beſtowed upon magiſtrates, are 
gifts from GOD beſtowed upon the whole nation, 

country, or juriſdiction where they preſide ; and 
are as truly favours conferred upon ourſelves, as 
upon thoſe individuals to whom they are imme- 
diately given. Therefore the Loxp commanded 


the captives in Babylon, ſaying, /eck the peace of 


the city, whither ] have cauſed you to be carried away 
captives, and pray unto the LORD for it; for in the 
peace thereof fhall ye have peace. Whoſoever loves 
and fears GOD, will love, and deſire the welfare 
of his country ; and whoſoever loves his country, 
Will deſire to ſee a proſperous and happy govern- 
ment; and as a Chriſtian he is inſtructed in every 
thing, by prayer and ſupplication, with thankſgiving, 
let your requeſts be made known unto GOD; there- 
fore, as the bleſſings of a wiſe and * 
government, are not the moſt ee e, | 

was the ancient practice of GOD's people, to pray 


for their kings, whether they were -of their own 
nation, | 


t 


nation, or ſuch by hom they had been ſubdued 

and this, Darius knew, when he gave orders for 
ſupplying the Jews with materials for the houſe of 
GOD ; wherein he thus expreſſed, that they may 
offer ſacrifices of ſweet ſavours unto the GOD of 
heaven, and pray for the life of the king and of his ſons. 
8. As there can be no government without obe- 
dience, the Supreme Governor of heaven and 
earth, who, for our benefit, has conſtituted a civil 
government in the world, has commanded us to 
| obey the ſtatutes of thoſe in authority; put them 
in mind to be ſubject to principalities and Powers. 
Diſobedience to magiſtrates, is rebellion againſt 


GOD, inaſmuch as they are his miniſters, and . 


repreſentatives ; and it is pernicious to men, as it 
cauſes confuſion in the ſtate, and 1s a bad example 
to others: therefore it is the duty of every man, 
but eſpecially of Chriſtians, to pay a conſcientious 
regard to all the commands of the legiſlative pow- 
ers ; ſubmit yourſelves to every ordinance of man far 
the LORD's ſake , whether it be to the king as fu- 
preme, or unto governors, as unto them that are ſent 
by bim for the puniſhment of evil deers, and for the 
praiſe of them that do well, for ſo is the will of 
GOD. It is true, if magiſtrates ſhould command 
any thing that is contrary to the expreſs command 
of GOD, by ſo much they exceed their commiſſion, 
and in that caſe, wwe ought to covey GOD rather than 
man; but in every thing that is not repugnant to 
the word of GOD, in obcying them, we obey the 


King of heaven ; and 2 we acknowledge 
"CHRIST. 


J 
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Catitsr our Pw Lonp; wherefore ye. muſt 
needs be ſubjeft not only for wrath, but alſo for con- 
ſcience ſake. 
9. We ought to acknowledge the regal authori- 
ty of ChRIS TH in them whom he hath appointed to 
be his agents to us, by ſupporting their govern- 
ment, in chearſully paying to them their due. It 
is the command of him, whom we confeſs, as our 
ſovereign Loxp and Saviour, Render therefore 
unto Ceſar, the things which are Cæſar's, and unto 
60D, the things which are GOD's. Here our Lozp 
acknowledges, that it was Cæſar's property, and 
did not charge it as oppreſſion, but commanded to 
Tender him his due; therefore, to refuſe to render 
to magiſtrates their due, when GOD has com- 


|” manded it, is to withhold the things that are GOD. 


For, for this cauſe pay we tribute alſo, for they are 
60 D'sõ miniſters, attending continually upon this very 
thing. Therefore, tribute is their proper right, 
upon the ſame conſideration, as a ſervant has a right 
to, his wages, or a labourer to his hire; on the ſame 
ground hath the LORD ordained, that they which 
preach the goſpel, ſhould live of the goſpel, becauſe 
they cannot otherwiſe live ; being employed in one 
work, they cannot attend upon another buſineſs for 
their neceſſary ſupplies; neither can magiſtrates 
ſerve their country without a ſufficient contribu- 
tion, both for their own ſupport, and for the ne- 
ceflary expences of the ſtate, without which the 
nation muſt come to ruin. Therefore, to withhold 


the proper tribute, to murmur at the weight of 
taxes, 
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taxes, ot to give countenance to any clandeſtine 
practices in merchandiſe, whereby the government 
is defrauded of the appointed cuſtom, &c. is in- 
juſtice in the ſight of GOD and man; it juſtly 
renders that perſon unworthy the benefit of ſalutary 
laws, who refuſes the neceſſary ſupplies of the le- 
giſlators, and defenders of the ſtate. For by the 
ſame laws, that governors have a right to their tri- 
bute, the owner holds his property; without which 
laws, it would be liable to be taken from him by 
the firſt ſon of violence, that ſhould ſet his eye 
upon it. Render therefore to all their dues, tribute 
to whom tribute is due, cuſtom, to whom cuſtom, fear, 
to whom fear ,, honour, to whom honour. 
10. Since our Heavenly KING has been pleaſed 
to bleſs us with earthly Princes, to preſerve our 
peace, and defend our privileges and properties, it 
is our duty to defend them to the utmoſt of out 
power. That man is unworthy of a favour, who 
is not willing to exert the abilities, which GOD 
has given him, for the preſervation of ir. There- 
fore, if there be any thing in our power, whereby 
we may contribute to the ſupport of the govern- 
ment, and the eſtabliſhment of our happy conſti- 
tution, it is our indiſpenſable duty to do it. If we 
ſhould know of any conſpiracies, treaſonable prac- | 
tices, or any thing that tends to undermine, or put 
the government in any kind of danger, we ohh 
not to conceal it; for in ſo doing, we ſhould Be. 5 
come partakers with the wicked, rraitors to the na- 


tion, and deſpiſers of the author 5 our mercies. 5 
_ Nejrher * 
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" asto give Our Voices in an election, towards Talling 
any perſon into a place of truſt,” but Tach as. we 
have good ground to believe, are faithful to the 


; page. we. to o Rave any. "SLY wt uch 


nation, anct loyal to his Majeſty: Thoſe treacherous 
perſons, in che: days of Nehemiah, who held a cor- 
reſpondence wißß his enemies, were eſteemed trai- 
tors to GOD, and to the nation. —Alſo, if neceſ. 


| or requires, we ought to hazard our lives, in fight- 


ing in their defence, as well as they de in ours. 


[ > Becauſe the children. of Ephraing — turned buck in 


the day of battle, this charge is laid againſt them 


by the Hor y G HOS, hey kept not the covenant of 
GOD, and refuſed to walk 7 in his law. 1 know there 
be ſome perſons, whoſe ſuperſtition leads them to 
| deny the lawfulneſs of fighting, in a juſt cauſe, for 
= the defence of the nation, putting a falſe gloſs upon 
the words of Jzsvs, They that take the fword, ſhall 

_ "periſh with the ſword; but this was never intended 
to prohibit the uſe of arms under the command of 


a lauful prince, but to admonith his diſciples, never 


to attempt to propagate his ſpiritual kingdom by a 
carnal ſword, nor to reſiſt the powers which himſelf 
hath. ordained to rule the nations of the world; 


but to remember that they belong to a different 


king om, Which chatferors no part of earthly do- 


minion; But now is my kingdom not from hence. 


But this ought. not, in any wiſe, to make them 


15 unuſeful members of ſociety, while they live in the 


world; - therefore,” it is not only lawful, but a 
bounden duty, to defend their king and country, 
- when expoſed to danger; Zebulon and Napbtali 
- were a panple tba. jeoparded. their lives unto the deals, 


in the high Woes of the eld. 


= 


9 May the Blefling of the Moſt High GOD abide upon our 


EIN and QUEEN, and all in Authority under them | and 
may all the Glory be aſeribed to him, Who is KING ot 
* and LORD of lords. Amen. N | 
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